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the Rajah in the evening with proposals for an accommodation. The like applica-
tion was made by Myrza Abdullah Beg, the Rajah's Vakeel, to my Dewan Con-
too Bauboo; and with my permission Contoo Bauboo returned to his own house
in the evening to meet the Vakeel by appointment for that purpose; by which
means he missed the opportunity of going off with me, the intelligence of my in-
tention reached him too late for him to join me, or his infirm state of body not
admitting of his taking so hasty a resolution. The substance of the message, as it
has been since delivered to me by Abdullah Beg in writing, was to exculpate him-
self from any concern in what had passed, which he charged to the insolent be-
havior of a servant of the Resident who was present, and the resentment of his
own people; and to profess his obedience and submission to my will in whatever
way I should dictate.

I regarded this as an artifice to gain time, since the message, whatever were the
substance of it, might as easily have been delivered in the morning as in the even-
ing, and the messenger might have obtained an easy access to me without the in-
trigue and mystery of secret and indirect applications.

I have been since confirmed in this opinion by the two following anecdotes,
and their exact coincidence with the design to which I attribute that just recited.

On the morning of the 21st, while preparations were making to cross Captain
M'Dougal's battalion, three men, two strangers, and all volunteers, went succes-
sively to Colonel Blair with intelligence that a design was formed to escalade the
fort of Chunar with a numerous force on that night, and an earnest caution that
he should not diminish the strength of his garrison.

The intelligence and advice delivered by each were expressed nearly in the same
words. When M'Dougal's battalion was on the road, three men, strangers and
volunteers like the former, came to him successively with intelligence that a large
body of armed men lay wait to intercept him at a village called Beeteeburr, and
warned him not to proceed. He proceeded, but did not meet a man. Lieute-
nant-Colonel Blair caused a more than ordinary watch to be kept on that night in
the fort, but not a man appeared to attack it Not one of these emissaries has ever
been seen since.
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